Transfection techniques for producing recombinant baculoviruses.
The production of recombinant baculoviruses usually employs cotransfection of insect tissue-culture cells with viral and transfer-plasmid DNAs. The preparation and storage of viral and plasmid DNAs suitable for optimal transfection of insect cells are discussed. Electroporation, calcium-phosphate, and lipofection transfection techniques are presented with a discussion of their relative advantages. The rates of recombinant virus formation are compared using viral infection/plasmid transfection protocols versus cotransfection of cells with transfer-plasmid and viral DNAs.